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NYU Stern 2024 - 2025 Standardized Test Waiver FAQs 
Full-Time Two-Year and Luxury & Retail MBA Programs *ONLY*  

 
 
Will I be at a disadvantage if I apply without a test score? 
No. Applicants who are awarded and apply with a test waiver will not be at a disadvantage. 
Although test scores do provide an additional data point, we feel confident that we will be able to 
assess your candidacy with the application materials. We encourage all applicants to review our 
class profiles to get a feel for our most recent incoming class: 
Full-time MBA 
Luxury and Retail MBA 
 
When will I hear back about my standardized test waiver request?  
Our Admissions Committee will make every effort to review your request in a timely manner. We 
will respond to most standardized test waiver requests within 3 weeks.  
 
My test waiver was approved, should I also submit a standardized test score if I have 
one? 
If your test waiver request was approved, but you’ve also taken a standardized test score, we 
encourage you to submit your score with your application. The Admissions Committee will 
consider your standardized test score if it aids your candidacy. A standardized test score also 
provides another data point when reviewing candidates for merit-based scholarships.   
 
Will I be eligible for scholarships? 
All admitted students are considered for merit-based scholarships including those who apply 
with a standardized test waiver. Applicants are evaluated for admission and scholarships based 
on a review of the entire application in which a standardized test score provides an additional 
data point. For this reason, including a test score with your application may benefit you 
regarding scholarship consideration. Scholarship decisions are made at the time of admission 
and are final. 
 
Can I apply through the Consortium with a standardized test waiver? 
Yes. You can apply to NYU Stern through the Consortium with a standardized test waiver. Once 
you have been approved for a waiver, we will coordinate with the Consortium to waive your 
standardized test requirement for your NYU MBA application.  
 
Can I apply to a dual degree program with a standardized test waiver? 
Applicants to Stern’s dual degree programs are not eligible to apply with a standardized test 
waiver.  
 
What can I do to ensure I submit a strong application?  

https://www.stern.nyu.edu/programs-admissions/full-time-mba/community/class-profile
https://www.stern.nyu.edu/programs-admissions/fashion-luxury-mba/community/class-profile
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If you were not approved for a standardized test waiver, the Admissions Committee feels that a 
standardized test would provide an additional data point needed to make an admissions 
decision. We do not have a preference as to which standardized test needs to be taken and 
currently accept the GMAT, GRE, EA, LSAT and MCAT. For most applicants, the standardized 
test is an essential way to establish academic readiness.  
 
At NYU Stern, we are looking for students with both intellectual and interpersonal strengths. We 
call this IQ+EQ. It underpins how we review applications. We take a holistic approach to 
admissions, evaluating all of the application components of each applicant. This holistic 
evaluation covers three major areas: academic profile and readiness, professional 
achievements and aspirations and personal characteristics. 
 
How will not submitting a standardized test impact my recruiting process as a current 
student? 
All Full-Time and Focused students may participate in on-campus recruiting. In the past, some 
employers in industries such as management consulting have asked for a standardized test 
score as part of the recruiting process.  
 
Will the test waiver be available for future application cycles? 
At this time, we are offering a standardized test waiver request process for the 2024-25 
application cycle. However, as we reevaluate our application process, the Admissions 
Committee may remove the waiver at any point during the application cycle. 
 
If I am denied a test waiver, does that mean I will be denied admissions? 
No. The standardized test is one component of the application process. For anyone denied a 
standardized test waiver, the Admissions Committee feels that a standardized test would 
provide an additional data point needed to make an admissions decision. We do not have a 
preference as to which standardized test needs to be taken and currently accept the GMAT, 
GRE, EA, LSAT and MCAT.  
 
 
 


